
Day 2 – 4 Answers ‘Still I Rise’ 

1. This poem made me feel hopeful, defiant, angry and energised. 

2. The speaker is addressing people who are in a position of power, racists, 

those who have benefitted from oppressing others. 

3. The poet feels anger and a sense of injustice, but she is also defiant. She 

won’t give up the fight for justice. 

4. ‘Bitter, twisted lies in history’ refers to racism and injustice. It refers to 

the wrong way of thinking that allowed white people to consider 

themselves superior to people from other races. 

5. ‘Trod into dirt’ is a metaphor for violence, shame and humiliation. It 

refers to the fact that black people had limited opportunities due to 

racism and prejudice. 

6. She is challenging the racists with her questions. She is refusing to 

conform to their idea of who she should be. 

7. The tone is defiant, sarcastic, funny. She refuses to be kept down by 

other people’s expectations. 

8. The answer doesn’t matter. 

9. She uses the images of the moon, sun and tide to show that progress, 

hope and change are unstoppable forces.  

10.  The narrator uses words like ‘broken, bowed head & lowered eyes’ to 

represent shame and the idea of giving up.  

11.  She is asking the questions from the point of view of anyone who has 

experienced racism, but in particular African Americans. 

12.  The reference to ‘gold mines’, ‘laugh’ and ‘haughtiness’ shows that she 

has hope and defiance. She won’t be beaten down by racism or others’ 

prejudiced views. She is proud and has strength from within that will 

carry her through. 

13.  She uses rhetorical questions to mock racist views, similes and 

metaphors to show her pride and strength (‘like dust, I rise’, ‘black 

ocean’), repetition for effect and rhyme. 

14.  Emotive words: shame, pain, terror, fear, wondrously, dream and hope. 

15.  She compares herself to an ocean because she is too strong and 

powerful to be kept down. 

16. The tone is different; it is more emotive, more energised, there are 

strong contrasts between past and future and more repetition of ‘I rise’. 



Day 5 – SpaG – Answers 

Q1. 
Award 1 mark for a grammatically correct relative clause, e.g. 

•        His sister, who is at high school, is learning to speak Polish. 
•        His sister, whose hair is red, is learning to speak Polish. 
•        His sister, who’s called Tara, is learning to speak Polish. 
•        His sister, who studied French last year, is learning to speak Polish. 
•        His sister, who had always wanted to travel, is learning to speak Polish. 
•        His sister, who will be going to Poland soon, is learning to speak Polish. 

Do not accept a grammatically incorrect relative clause, e.g 

•        His sister, which is 15, is learning to speak Polish. 
•        His sister, that is at university, is learning to speak Polish. 

1 mark 

Q2. 
Award 1 mark for all three correct. 

We visited the funfair that came to our town. 

My uncle who lives in Australia has sent me a present. 

My friend whose rabbit I look after is on holiday. 

1 mark 

Q3. 
  

The boy who I met at the park is in my class.    

1 mark 

Q4. 
  
The  table  which is made of oak is now black  with age. 

  

1 mark 

Q5. 
  
Award 1 mark for the full relative clause underlined. 

The old house that is next to our school is for sale. 

 


